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had an eye for the beauties of nature, and his descriptions
of picturesque sceneries of Scotland and Switzerland re-
vealed him as a sensitive traveller capable of enjoying the
good things of life.
The first characteristic work of Romesh Dutt was,
however, his Peasantry of Bengal which was published in
1875. The remarkable feature of this book was not merely
his detailed knowledge of the problems of the peasants,
but his active interest in their welfare which led him to a
suggestion which was not only against the current policy
of the then Government, but was also regarded as cont-
rary to the interests of perhaps the most influential section
of the then Indian community, namely the Zamindars. He
was fully aware of the hostility which was likely to be
created, and in a letter to his brother he stated :
"I think to pass judgments on the policy of English
legislators is considered too bold a step; and to advocate
the cause of the raiyats against the Zamindars may be
viewed in a still worse light. Yet I cannot and will not
put fetters on my tongue; promotion in the service I do
not much care for, and I will not be sorry if the publica-
tion of the Bengal Peasantry injures my prospects some-
what."
There were reasons for the apprehension that the book
would not be welcome to the authorities. The book ap-
peared at a time when agrarian discontent in the Districts
of Pabna and Nadia had already attracted attention. After
describing the reasons for this unrest Romesh Dutt stated
categorically :
"There are two ways open to Government : to put
down the general awakening and to leave the raiyats once
more at the mercy of the Zamindars, as has been done
times without number from 1793 to 1859, or to take a
more enlightened and intelligent view of the general rising,

